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Extensive research was conducted over almost 10 years in order to carefully and accurately documents the history 
of the old Clynelish (later to be renamed Brora) distillery in Brora, from its foundation in 1819 until its closure in 

1983, including a description of the contextual situation in Sutherland at the time of its construction.

Passionate about photography and whisky, the author combined these two interests by offering to the reader an ex-
ceptional book, with approximately 140 illustrations and photographs, and 50 whisky labels, to reveal the history 
of a beautiful old-fashioned distillery producing a whisky of the highest repute and of the most sought after single 

malt by whisky enthusiasts and collectors. This is his second book, after the  well received “Glengarioch, The 
Manson Distillery, A Hidden Gem in Aberdeenshire”.

Discover the beauty of this legendary distillery and whisky and its accurate history in this book crafted with pas-
sion, while savouring a dram.
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Introduction
I have a soft spot for the old style of traditional distilleries producing fine malts, such as the Glengarioch distillery. 

During our first trip to Scotland, in summer 2003, we stayed overnight in Inverness. On our way to dinner, we stopped at 
the Whisky Shop in Inverness, mainly by curiosity. Until then, my knowledge of whisky was limited to a whisky book from 
Michael Jackson that I received as a present from my wife. The selection of whisky at this shop was impressive. Morag the 
sales specialist, kindly offered us a wee dram of the Brora 1972 for The Whisky Shop. This was my first contact with the 
Brora single malt, an intensely peated whisky with a strong and unique personality.  My wife loved it and my interest grew 
further after my first visit to the distillery in 2005. Located on the rugged and scenic coast of Sutherland, the distillery was as 
charming at its surroundings, simply beautiful. I like the distillery so much that I wrote my first book about the old Clynelish 
(Brora) distillery in 2009. 

While the history of Brora distillery can be found in almost any whisky book, it might unfortunately be inaccurate, as authors 
may tend to copy and paste from previous books instead of checking the original sources or records. For instance, Brian 
Spiller published in 1982 the Clynelish and Brora distilleries as part the DCL distillery histories series and wrote that the 
distillery (Brora) was “closed after the construction of the Clynelish distillery and reopened in 1975 after the reconstruction 
mash house”.  If this was true, how can we have Brora distilled between 1970 and 1975?

As I have a keen interest in the Brora distillery and being a scientist, I have tried in this book to present the most accurate 
history of the distillery. After my first book about the Brora distillery in 2009, from which only two leather bound copies have 
been printed, I decided to put the project on hold, as too many questions remained opened.

During the research of my first published book, Glengarioch, the Manson Distillery, A Hidden Gem in Aberdeenshire (pub-
lished in 2013), I discovered new elements about the history of the Brora distillery that made me resume my research about 
Brora. After two additional years of research, I estimated that the quantity and quality of the information was sufficient to 
write a book that would fulfil my requirements. 

This book is thus the result of research conducted over almost 10 years, several hundreds of hours of investigation, e-mail 
exchanges and phone calls and going through archives from the early 19th Century until today. 

To better understand the history of this distillery, it is important to put it in its socio-economical context. I therefore included 
a short section about Brora and the Sutherland shire in the early 19th.
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As readers might be even more interested about the whisky than the distillery itself, the evolution of the packaging is de-
scribed and selected tasting notes are included from the different periods of the old Clynelish/Brora whisky making. To 
conclude, an interview with Mr Clynelish/Brora, Serge Valentin is provided.

I hope you will enjoy reading this book and wish to thank the following persons for their help: Christine Jones McCafferty 
and Joanne McKerchar from the Diageo Archives at Menstrie for preparing and sorting out the requested documents, Sandy 
Sutherland for all his support and beautiful photographs, Bob Robertson to clarify the “confusing years”, Dr Emily Goetsch 
from the National Library of Scotland to help my identifying the relevant documents from the Sutherland’s archives, Nick 
Lindsday from the Clyne Heritage Society for the old photographs from the Clynelish distillery, Ronnie Mackay to allow me 
using his large collection of photographs, Tom Jones for the proof reading, Serge Valentin to take the time for the interview 
and my wife for her support.

Slainte,

Dr. Patrick Brossard, Switzerland,  May 2016
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